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J A M E S  1 : 2 -3 

Consider it pure joy, my 
brothers, whenever you 
face trials of many kinds, 
because you know that 
the testing of your faith 
develops perseverance.

IN FACT, at least 100 million Christians are suffering 
persecution today.* Persecution happens in various 
forms in every nation—from religious intolerance, 
false accusations, and contempt to illegal arrests, 
torture, and even death. Many Christians cannot 
publicly utter the name of Jesus or worship Him 
freely.

Let’s face it; there is also persecution here at home-
-though it is usually more subtle. We cannot deny, 
however, that it is difficult to relate to the magnitude 
of persecution that the rest of the Body of Christ goes 
through.  At least we have a relatively strong legal 
framework that protects us—for now. 

Our brothers and sisters are suffering, yet their 
requests are not for relief, but for more Scriptures 
and prayers to strengthen their resolve. In the midst 
of their persecution, there is tremendous victory as 
the gospel is preached and many come to know Jesus 
Christ as their Lord. Why is this? What motivates 
their passion for the gospel?

The Bible teaches us to “consider it pure joy”when 
faced with persecution, which seems to be a paradox: 
where is the joy in pain and suffering? Over the next 
seven days we will explore the Bible’s perspective on 
persecution, while we remember those who are being 
persecuted for their faith in Jesus Christ. 

Persecution 
is not new!

Watch the powerful video of persecuted 
Christians describing their situation and 
how they need our prayers and support at 
www.bibleleague.ca/PersecutedChurch*Source: Open Doors World Watch List, January 2015
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Persecution is a 
blessing?

THIS QUESTION MAY be challenging to even consider. 

How can it be a blessing when at least 100 million Christians 
are suffering persecution today? How can it be a blessing when 
we are laughed at or shunned for our faith? How is persecution  
a blessing? 

But persecution is a blessing. Persecution helps us determine 
who we really are. When we face persecution, we are overcomers 
and we are in good company; Hebrews 11 is full of witnesses 
to our journey. Persecution validates that we are part of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, now.

Persecution also shows we are not of this world. We are citizens 
of a different Kingdom. And there is a reward waiting for us. 
Our life is short, but Heaven is eternal. This gives us joy. We are 
doubly blessed!

This is, indeed, what Jesus says. In each of His first seven 
beatitudes, Jesus uses the word “blessed” only once but when He 
speaks of persecution, He mentions it twice.

We are doubly blessed if we are persecuted. “Blessed are those 
who are persecuted because of righteousness... Blessed are you 
when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of 
evil against you because of me...” (Matt 5:10-12). 

He also says the Kingdom of Heaven is ours, and our reward 
is great. This doesn’t mean we should look for persecution, but 
neither should we hide from it.❖ 

1
d a y

Please pray:

For strength for 
anyone that is being 
persecuted.

For opportunities to 
shine for Christ in the 
midst of persecution!

Thank God for the 
spread of the gospel in 
the face of persecution.

How about you? If persecution were to take 
everything from you, what would you have left? 
Would you have the confidence that only comes 
from Christ? Would you have joy that comes from 
seeing the future? Persecution is a blessing!

p
er

so
n

a
l 

re
fl

ec
ti

on

1

2

3



|   b i b l e  l e a g u e  c a n a d a6   c o n s i d e r  i t  j o y   | 7

1

2

3

4

Further Scripture 
reading: 

Philippians 4:4-9 
1 Peter 5:7 
2 Corinthians 6:4-10 
2 Corinthians 12:9

Contentment 
during persecution

P H I L I P P I A N S  4 : 1 1 

I am not saying this because I am in 
need, for I have learned to be content 
whatever the circumstances. 

PERSECUTION IN ITS rawest 
form is harsh, excruciating and 
disturbing.

Bible League Canada hears 
many stories of villages being 
attacked, illegal arrests, 
imprisonment, beatings, 
torture and even death. Yet 
we are asked to pray to fuel 
their passion and to continue 
sending the resources they 
need to meet the demand of a 
growing Church. 

Contentment defined is a state 
of being. It speaks of an inner 
state that elevates one from 
enduring one’s present crisis 
to being satisfied and enjoying 
peace of mind. 

The Apostle Paul details a 
list of many persecutions 

he experienced, including  
receiving 39 lashes five times, 
being beaten with rods three 
times, being stoned and being 
shipwrecked three times (2 
Corinthians 11:24-25), all 
for the opportunity to spread 
the gospel. He learned that 
whatever the circumstances, 
God would give him the 
strength to endure.

This inner state of contentment 
is influenced by our Lord 

Jesus who calls us to take up 
our cross and follow Him. His 
love for us compels us to put 
aside our selfish emotions and 
thoughts.

Being led by the Holy Spirit, 
we willingly share the good 
news message with confidence. 

Please pray:

Thank God for His Son 
Jesus Christ and the great 
gift of the peace that 
passes all understanding.

For contentment, 
whatever your 
circumstances.

For an open heart and 
open mind that will see 
beyond present difficulties.

For the Persecuted 
Church to have 
contentment and peace 
through the Holy Spirit.  

2
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Jesus said, “Peace I leave with 
you; my peace I give to you. I 
do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled and do not be afraid” 
(John 14:27).

His love for us compels us to 
put aside our selfish emotions 
and thoughts. When we choose 
to come to terms with our 
challenges and change our 
natural responses to reliance 
on God, only then can we see 
things from a godly perspective. 
We can stop striving, and be 
assured of God’s faithfulness 
and power. Our viewpoint 
is raised to see the bigger 
picture.❖
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What challenges are you facing 
today? Are you experiencing 
contentment?
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How will they hear 
about Jesus?

One country in 
Northeast Asia, 

which we cannot name 
for security reasons, is #1 
on the World Watch List 
2010* as a country where 
every Christian activity 
is considered treason by 
the government regime. 
Simply possessing a 
Bible can mean indefinite 
detention.

Worshipping God instead 
of the national leader 
can bring imprisonment 
for entire families, for 
up to three generations. 
But despite the fact that 
Christians continue to 
be arrested, tortured 
and subjected to grossly 
inhumane treatment, 
Christianity is growing!

One woman, whose identity we can't reveal but we'll call "K," was 
a refugee from this country but lived in another remotely safe 
region. She had heard about Jesus seven years ago, but the gospel 
message did not resonate with her. However, after she returned 
to her home country, she came to realize that there was no one 

she could trust completely, except Jesus Christ! At that point, she 
gave her heart to Jesus and started to live for Him.

When K was able to return to this remotely safe region again 
in 2009, she had three goals: get a Bible, get baptized and get 
to South Korea. She met a Bible League Canada partner in this 
remotely safe region who gave her a Bible and trained her as a 
church planter. She read 
and studied diligently. 
Then, with thankfulness to 
God, she was baptized! Two 
of her three goals had been 
fulfilled.

But the Holy Spirit was 
working in K’s heart. Her 
original plan had been to 
escape the oppression in her 
home country entirely and 
go to South Korea, but God called her for His own purpose. Now 
that she knew Jesus and had been baptized, she knew God was 
telling her to go back home. She was eager to share the good news 
with her family and friends there.“If I go to South Korea now, how 
will they hear about Jesus? Who will share the gospel with them?”

At the prompting of the Holy Spirit, K returned home. Shortly 
after returning, however, she was arrested in her hometown and 
is now in jail. Although there is no further news of K, we know 
that she trusts in Jesus. Her commitment to sharing the gospel is 
her testimony.❖

R O M A N S  1 : 1 6 

I am not ashamed of 
the gospel, because 
it is the power of 
God for the salvation 
of everyone who 
believes... 

A refugee imprisoned for Jesus in Northeast Asia
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Consider 
it Joy?

1  T H E S S A L O N I A N S  5 : 1 6 -1 8

Be joyful always; pray 
continually; give thanks 
in all circumstances, for 
this is God’s will for you 
in Christ Jesus.

Further Scripture 
reading:

Psalm 73:21-26 
Luke 10:20-22 
Romans 5:1-5 
Colossians 1:3-14 
1 Thessalonians 2:17-20 
Jude 1:23-25

UNLIKE HAPPINESS, joy 
is not an emotion based on 
circumstances.

Rather, joy is taking delight in 
an assured present or future 
good—such as the promise God 
has made to His children that 
they will have life everlasting 
in His glorious presence. This 
promise is marvellous! We can 
be assured, even in the worst 
situations, that God works all 
things for good for those that 
love Him (Romans 8:28) and 
that our suffering will result in 
His glory! 

Joy is both an outcome of our 
intimate relationship with 
Jesus Christ and the source 
of strength for our continued 

obedience to Him (John 15:9-
12). It is a gift that we are only 
capable of applying through 
God’s grace in our lives. The 
very command to be joyful 
compels us to focus on Christ 
because only through the Holy 
Spirit are we able to obey. 
As our love for Christ grows 
deeper, our joy in His person 
grows, and our ability to obey 
Him grows.

Joy is a beautiful cycle of 
encouragement and reward.

Thirty years ago in Ecuador, 
Pastor Mauricio pleaded with 
his people to commit to the 
Lord. For this, he was beaten 
and stoned out of villages.

But Pastor Mauricio kept his 
heart focused on 
Jesus Christ and 
remained “joyful in 
hope and patient in 
affliction” (Romans 
12:12). Remembering 
the promise of God 
that those who “sow 

Please pray:

For joy first, and your 
circumstances second.

For Pastor Mauricio’s 
diligent kingdom work 
in Ecuador, and for the 
many people who have 
come to know Jesus 
through this ministry.

Thank God for His 
promises and the joy you 
can know in the assurance 
of your salvation!
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When you are persecuted in the name of Jesus, do you consider 
it joy? Do you know the assurance of God’s promises? Take time 
today to ask God to fill your heart with His joy—it will inspire you 
to grow in love and obedience to Him!

in tears will reap with songs 
of joy” (Psalms 126:5), he 
refused to stop sharing the 
good news. 

He was assured that from 
his suffering, there would 
be a future good, even if he 
did not  see it himself. Since 
then, entire communities that 
Pastor Mauricio visited have 
turned to the Lord. 

Many of the persecutors are 
now leaders of the Church 
themselves. Though Pastor 
Mauricio’s ministry was 
marked by suffering for the 
cause of Christ, he endured 
with joy, assured of the final 
victory. He has been blessed 
in this life to be rewarded 
with the ultimate goal of a 
missionary—to see many 
people commit to follow Jesus 
Christ and to be filled, in 
their turn, with the fullness of 
the joy of the Lord.❖
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Further Scripture  
reading: 

Isaiah 40:31-32 
Philippians 3:1
Revelation 2:3; 3:8,11-13
Revelation 22:12-13

Perseverance in 
all Persecution?

J A M E S  1 : 1 2

Blessed is the man who 
perseveres under trial, 
because when he has 
stood the test, he will 
receive the crown of life 
that God has promised to 
those who love him.

FEW OF US in Canada can relate to passages of Scripture that 
describe suffering because of our faith. 

The reality and possibility of persecution is real in Canada. 
Too often our concerns revolve around our own expectations of 
comfort. Our agendas are crowded with matters like adequate 
parking, padded pews, excellent acoustics and highly visible 
church signs. However, the number of people filling these 
facilities continues to dwindle in the face of tolerance, comfort 
and self-fulfillment. Religious freedom and physical safety have 

made Canadian 
Christians lax—often 
we do not imagine that 
perseverance has any 
relevance for us. 

But for millions of 
believers in some 
parts of Asia, having 
a church building 
is impossible or 

even illegal. They walk for kilometres in the darkness just to 
crowd into someone’s home or cellar to read the Living Word of 
God from a well worn and frequently shared copy of the Bible. 
They sometimes sit for hours in dim rooms, on mats on the 
floor, singing softly or even silently to avoid detection. Yet their 
numbers are growing exponentially!

Millions are taking up their cross and following Jesus Christ. 
Opposition is refining their love for Jesus. When asked, they will 
tearfully relate experiences of interrogation, detention, abuse and 

Please pray:

Ask the Lord to 
forgive us for 
anything we 
have taken for 
granted, such 
as; a church 
building or 
great Christian 
resources. 

Ask the Holy 
Spirit to reveal 
how to pray for 
the Persecuted 
Church around 
the world.

Pray that 
brothers and 
sisters receive 
strength from 
the Holy Spirit 
to stand strong 
for Christ.

even death for simply seeking to follow 
Jesus Christ and His teachings. Their 
animated body language, anguished 
expressions and probing eyes say 
that they are reliving their traumatic 
journey of faith. Sometimes the glaring 
scars on their bodies attest to their 
mistreatment. Sometimes they quote 
passages of Scripture that flow as 
though they were coming directly from 
the mouth of Jesus—Scriptures that 
gave them encouragement or strength to 
endure.

In stark contrast to the tears and scars 
come the smiles when these brothers 
and sisters describe the joy that Christ 
gives them as they persevere in trials 
of faith, and the grace He gives them 
to forgive their persecutors for Christ’s 
sake. They also smile and offer thanks 
to those who are helping to provide 
them with the precious Living Word of 
God. These brave and faithful believers 
have an eternal perspective. Their focus 
is not on the distracting comforts of this 
world, but on the glory and rewards of 
God in Heaven.❖

1

2

3

4
d a y

p
er

so
n

a
l 

re
fl

ec
ti

on

How have you persevered 
when persecuted for your 
faith? How easy is it for you 
to smile and lovingly forgive 
your persecutors? Where is 
your focus?
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Boldness to share 
the Gospel

In 1960, Ecuador had Latin 
America’s lowest percentage 

of evangelicals. Today, this 
has increased seventy-fold 
from 17,000 to 1.2 million 
Christians! Yet even this 
amazing growth represents just 
8% of the total population*. 
The demand for training and 
resources is enormous—the 
need is urgent.

Rosalino is a Quichua 
Indian—a man called by 
God and recently trained as 
a church planter. After his 
training, Rosalino felt led to 
start a church on the eastern 
slopes of the Andes Mountain, 
where farmers had settled 
villages in steep, rugged ridges 
and cascading streams. It was 
here, in one of these remote 
Amazonian villages, that 
Rosalino wanted to introduce 
the power of the gospel.

Rosalino’s companion was 
another church planter, Diego, 

and together they travelled 
over the mountains and into 
the Amazon Basin. They were 
eager and nervous, wondering 
how the isolated natives would 
greet the good news.

The villagers’ lives were 
broken by hard labour and 
poverty. They endured hot, 
humid air and trudged muddy 
lanes churned by Amazon 
rains. For relief, they turned 
to hollow tradition, but after 
many generations, a weary 
resignation had taken root. The 
villagers were very suspicious 
of Rosalino and Diego.

One night, 
while Rosalino 
and Diego were 
preaching in the 
village, a group of 
policemen charged 
in and demanded 
that they stop. 
Rumours were spreading 
through the village that they 
were actually there to steal 
organs from the children.

Rosalino and Diego were 
shocked. What children had 
they harmed? Were any 
children missing? Rosalino 
vehemently denied the 

A C T S  4 : 2 9 

Now, Lord, consider their 
threats and enable your 
servants to speak your word 
with great boldness. 

allegation, but the policemen 
refused to listen. Without any 
evidence, Rosalino and Diego 
were arrested and locked in jail.

Bewildered, Rosalino and 
Diego sat together in their cell. 
The words of the Apostle Paul 
inspired them: “Now I want you 
to know, brothers, that what 
has happened to me has really 
served to advance the gospel” 
(Philippians 1:12). Filled with 
boldness from the Lord, they 
began to share the gospel with 
the policemen. 

To their amazement, all the 
policemen surrendered their 

lives to Jesus Christ! Since no 
evidence of the crime existed 
against them, the policemen 
gladly released them, 
encouraging them to continue 
their work. As Rosalino and 
Diego continued to spread the 
Word of God, they rejoiced as 
villagers turned to Jesus Christ 
as their Saviour. ❖

Ecuadorian cellmates bring their captors to Christ
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PERSECUTION HISTORY TIMELINE

AD 33-49 303248 313 341 631 1370 1453 15341500s 1614 1983 20161975195319311656 1715 1828 1898 1915

Persecution of followers of Christ 
by Jewish authorities.

Emperor Claudius bans Christians 
in Roman Empire.

Waves of persecution 
of Christians by the 
Roman Empire.  
(69-269)

Emperor Diocletion initiates 
the “Great Persecution” in the 
Roman Empire.  An edict calls for 
destruction of church buildings, 
clergy imprisoned, and Christians 
to lose civil rights.

Zoroastrian Shapur II 
orders execution of all 
Christians in Persia.

Timur, Muslim ruler of 
Central Asia, tries to 
eliminate Christianity by 
executing Christians.

Emperor Decius 
forces all citizens 
to perform pagan

sacrifices or be
executed.

Nero launches 
persecution of 

Christians after 
blaming them for the 
Great Fire of Rome. 

Mohammed, 
prophet of Islam, 

conquers much of 
Middle East which 

leads to a decline 
of Christianity in 

the Middle East and 
Northern Africa.

Emperor Constantine 
legalizes Christianity 
and persecution ends 
in Roman Empire.

In England, Henry 
VIII establishes 
the Church of 
England and 
Catholics are 
persecuted.

Catholics persecute the 
Greek Orthodox Church.

Ottoman Turks take over 
Armenia and Assyria  

and massacre up to  
1,500,000 Christians.

Nazi Germany rejects Old 
Testament and persecutes 
Catholic Church and other 
churches who object.

Spanish Civil War results in 
persecution of Catholics in Spain. 
(1931-1939)

All missionaries forced 
to leave China and 
Tibet and converts are 
persecuted. (1950)

Islamic government in North 
Sudan tries to enforce sharia law 
on mainly Christian and animist 
Southern Sudan and war results 

in millions of deaths. (1983-2005)

Top Ten World Watch List of severe 
Persecution: North Korea, Iraq, 

Eritrea, Afghanistan, Syria, Pakistan  
Somalia, Sudan, Iran and Libya

(www.opendoorsusa.org).

In Spain, Franco’s 
authoritarian state 
persecutes protestant 
Christians.

Korean War ends and 
communist North 

Korean government 
is established which 

persecutes Christians.

Persecution of Christians in Cambodia 
by Khmer Rouge.

Persecution of Christians in Vietnam 
by communist government.

Iranian Revolution 
establishes strict 
Islamic state and 
Christians are 
tortured and killed.

Emperor Kangxi 
forbids missionaries 
to enter China and 
bans Christianity.

Queen Ranavalona I 
of Madagascar bans 

Christianity and 
Christians are executed.

(1828-61)

In China, nationalist uprising 
results in murder of foreign 

missionaries and converts.

The Russian Revolution and the rise of
the communist Soviet Union.  Religion 
is banned, Christians are harassed and 

executed, and atheism taught in schools. 
(1917-1990s)

Mexican Revolution results in 
persecution against the Catholic Church.

Emperor Tokugawa 
of Japan expels 

missionaries and 
orders the execution 

of converts.

Fall of Constantinople 
results in Christian 
persecution by 
Muslims in the 
Ottoman Empire.

In Europe, Anabaptists 
are persecuted as heretics 

by the religion of the 
district – either Catholic, 

Lutheran, or Reformed. 
(Mid 1500s)

In Europe, Protestants 
persecuted as heretics 
by the state religion, 
the Catholic Church.

64-68 19451920 1979

Images licensed under Creative Commons
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Further Scripture 
reading: 

Jeremiah 9:23-24 
2 Corinthians 1:12-15 
2 Corinthians 10:17

Boast in the 
Lord?

P S A L M  3 4 : 2

My soul will boast 
in the LORD; let 
the afflicted hear 
and rejoice.

PEOPLE BOAST ABOUT what is important to them, what makes 
them look good.

But those who love the Lord recognize that we have no strength, 
nothing to recommend our goodness, no righteousness of which 

to boast. Whatever 
our talent, rank or 
education, we know 
that we are spiritually 
bankrupt without 
God’s grace. Our boast 
can only be in our 
Lord. He alone can 

save us. He can bring out of our suffering testaments to His glory 
that humble us and make us ever more aware of His love and 
faithfulness. 

It is in boasting of the glory of the Lord that joy wells up, joy that 
overcomes the most difficult circumstances.

A pastor in East Asia recently shared a story about a village where 
he had been sharing the good news. Those listening as he read 
from the Bible “couldn’t take their eyes off of the Holy Words.”

One of those listeners was a 
disabled man named Sam*, 
who quietly asked if he could 
be baptized in the hot springs 
nearby. The pastor had a 
difficult time lowering Sam 
into the water because of his 

physical challenges, but Sam 
praised the Lord as he was 
lifted, soaking wet, from  
the pool.

A storm broke out on the 
return trip and the road 
washed away. While the rest 
of those in the minibus were 
nervous, Sam, the calmest 
person in the bus, had a sweet 
smile on his face: the same 
smile he had when he was 
lifted from the waters of the 
pool back at the hot springs. 

As the pastor tells his story, 
he humbly draws our attention 
away from his own ministry 
and the persecution that so 
many in this region of East 
Asia, including him, suffer for 
following Jesus, and instead 
boasts of the working of Jesus 
Christ in Sam’s life.❖

Please pray:

For opportunities to 
boast about what 
the Lord has done  
to demonstrate His 
awesome power.

For those who go out 
to preach the gospel 
message with boldness, 
despite opposition. 

Thank God for the 
working of the Holy 
Spirit in Sam’s life and 
heart – and in yours!

* Name changed for security.

P S A L M  1 1 5 : 1

Not to us, O LORD, not 
to us but to your name be 
the glory, because of your 
love and faithfulness.
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Further Scripture 
reading: 

I Habakkuk 3:17-19 
1 Thessalonians 1:3-4 
1 Corinthians 15:57 
Ephesians 5:21  
1 Thessalonians 5:17

At all times 
give thanks?

P H I L I P P I A N S  4 : 6

Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in 
everything, by prayer 
and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God.

WHERE IS GOD? Does God 
care? Does He understand 
that I need help? Is God 
hearing me? 

These are just a few questions 
than run rampant in our 
minds when feeling anxious 
about our own trials. It may 
feel like you are walking 
through the valley of the 
shadow of death (Psalms 
23:4), alone and unsure. 

Romans 8:28 says ‘that God 
works all things for the good 
of those who love Him.’ Even 
when we are unsure, our 
circumstances overwhelm us, 
or God seems distant, we can 

have a deep inner assurance 
that we can trust God because 
He cares about us and only 
has the best for us in mind. 

Being thankful is a choice. 
It is determined by our 
confidence in knowing 
that God is omniscient, 
omnipresent and ultimately 
Sovereign. Because God 
is Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the end, He 

knows the outcome of 
every situation. 

Giving thanks requires 
us to set aside our own 
limited perspective to 
hold onto the promises 
of God. Thankfulness 
is a mark of the 
transformation of our 
attitudes when Jesus 

saves us; when we are filled 
with the peace of Christ, 
thankfulness comes from our 
new and right understanding 
of reality: that God is 
sovereign and has promised to 
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What are you facing today 
that may seem bleak? How has 
God blessed you during times 
of crisis? Did you remember to 
give God thanks? It may seem 
simple, but take time now to 
thank God.

preserve our souls for eternal 
life with Him.

Whether we are being 
persecuted or going through 
a personal crisis, the Bible 
instructs us to present our 
prayers and petitions to 
God with an attitude of 
thanksgiving. Why? Because 
we are promised victory 
through Christ Jesus who 
loves us (Romans 8:35-39).

There are Christians today 
in East Asia who endure 
revilement, unemployment, 
imprisonment, torture or 
death because they refuse to 
renounce their faith in Jesus 
Christ, yet they continually 
thank God.

Like the Apostle Paul, they 
are thankful because their 
suffering has served to 
advance the gospel.

They are overjoyed to be 
considered worthy to suffer 
for the sake of the Lord. ❖

Please pray:

For a thankful heart.

For those whose hearts  
are hardened by their 
circumstances, pray that God  
will soften their hearts.

Thank God for your 
circumstances, whatever  
they are.
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The Bible is a 
Precious Gift

The Karen people are the 
largest ethnic group living 

in Burma and Thailand. 
They are predominately 
Christian. For over 70 years, 
the Karen tribe’s battle for 
an autonomous homeland has 
resulted in brutal retaliation 
from Burma’s highly repressive 
authoritarian military 
regime—primarily from the 
Burmese Army, which marches 
against the Karen tribe under 
the pretext of stamping out 
rebel activity.

According to the book, 
“Operation World,” the military 
seeks to eradicate Christianity, 
which it has called the 
“C-virus”. The Army’s attacks 
have resulted in torture, rape, 
enslavement, and severe loss 
of life and property. Tens of 
thousands of Karen refugees 
now huddle on the border 
between Thailand and Burma, 
seeking asylum from these 

terrible attacks. 

This is Naw Paw Lah’s 
story: “My name is Naw 
Paw Lah. I am 27 years old. 
I am a Karen Christian. In 
1997, the Burmese military 
came and attacked our 
village. Many were killed 
or wounded. We all ran 
and hid in different places. In 
the chaos of the gun shots, all I 
could carry was some food and 
clothes. I lost my Bible and my 
hymn book that day.” 

A Bible is a precious gift for 
many Karen Christians. We 
find hope and peace when 

P S A L M S  1 8 : 3 0 

As for God, his way is 
perfect: The LORD’s 
word is flawless; he 
shields all who take 
refuge in him. 

For 13 years I did not have a 
Bible or a hymn book. I thank 

God because I was given a Bible 
and a hymn book from Bible 

League Canada. I am so happy.

Burma’s Karen tribe are waiting for Bibles

reading the Scriptures.

Some say the Scriptures are 
the best help for them, even 
better than food.The Bible 
gives us strength to keep trying 
rather than giving up and 
dying in the jungle.❖

“ ”
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Triumph and  
 justice?

THE SCRIPTURES ARE filled 
with promises of a just God 
who will bring retribution on 
His enemies and reward the 
faithful. 

For those enduring 
persecution, it is comforting 
to remember that because 
we are in Christ, we already 
have the victory. To those who 
overcome, Jesus Christ has 

promised to give the right to 
sit with Him on His throne, 
just as He overcame and sat 
with His Father on His throne 
(Revelation 3:21). We are heirs 
with Christ and we are Christ’s 
inheritance (Ephesians 1:3-1). 
Imagine that—we are Jesus 
Christ’s reward! And nothing 
in all creation will ever be 

able to separate us from Him 
(Romans 8:38-39). 

God says, “it is mine to repay” 
(Romans 12:19), commanding us 
instead to love and pray for our 
enemies. We hope that God will 
have mercy and open people’s 
hearts to the gospel so they 
might be saved. But for those 
who continue to do evil, each 
kindness we perform “heaps 

burning coals” 
on their heads 
to be repaid 
with God’s 
coming wrath 
(Romans 
12:20). 

While we love 
people, we also share God’s 
hatred of sin and evil. We 
anticipate the day when sin will 
be punished. Even as children 
we want things to be fair. When 
we suffer for Christ’s sake, we 
can be assured that justice is in 
the hands of a righteous God. 
No act, good or evil, will go 
unseen or unanswered.

Please pray:

Pray for a forgiving 
heart.

Pray for your 
enemies, one by one 
wholeheartedly. Pray for 
their release, and yours. 

Commit your life to God 
for His good purposes 
no matter what the 
circumstances might be.

Thank God for the victory 
and triumph you can 
claim because of Jesus 
Christ!

1

2

3

7
d a y

Further Scripture 
reading: 

Psalm 112:8 
1 Corinthians 15:57-58 
2 Thessalonians 1:6-10 
Revelation 2:26-29 
Revelation 3:5-6

But victory also occurs in the 
midst of persecution. We do 
not have to wait for Judgment 
Day before we can experience 
the triumph of Jesus Christ. 
Persecution forces us to rely on 
Christ, gives us the opportunity 
to be bold for Christ, and draws 
us closer to Him. As Paul said, 
“to live is Christ and to die 
is gain” (Philippians 1:21). A 
deeper intimacy with Christ, 
this is victory here and now! 

Most of all, we must remember 
that persecution is in God’s 
sovereign hands. His purposes 
are for our good. He uses 
persecution like a refiner’s fire 
to validate our faith. He shapes 
us for even greater rewards 
so that His glory is magnified. 
One day we will be handed our 
reward—a crown, jewels, gold, 
wood, or straw—and we will 
have the ultimate honour of 
casting our prize at the feet of 
Jesus Christ (Revelation 4:10), 
for all we endure is for the 
honour of Jesus Christ, our just 
and victorious King!

“Behold, I am coming soon!  
My reward is with me, 
and I will give to everyone 
according to what he has done” 
(Revelation 22:12). ❖

J O H N  1 6 : 3 3 

I have told you these things, 
so that in me you may have 
peace. In this world you will 
have trouble. But take heart! 
I have overcome the world. 

4
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Anjas is a church 
planter in India. 

Over the past five years 
Anjas has reached 15 
villages in central India 
sharing the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Through 
the Children’s Bible 
classes, sponsored by 
Bible League Canada, 
many of the kids and 
parents have accepted 
Jesus, converting from 
Hinduism to Christianity.

One night, Anjas was on 
his way to finalize some 
details for a prayer event.  
He expected a large 
crowd, and he was excited 
to see how God would 
heal and touch people!

Driving through the 

converting Hindus to Christianity?” they demanded. “Why have 
you brought these programs and ministries to our village?”

The crowd dragged Anjas off of his bike. Lying on the ground, 
Anjas tried to shield himself with his arms. The men kicked 
him…and punched 
him…over and over 
and over. Anjas lost 
consciousness. 

Stealing Anjas’s 
motorbike, the 
crowd dispersed. 
Local Christians 
rushed Anjas to the 
hospital. The next 
thing Anjas knew, 
he was staring up 
into white lights in 
the Intensive Care Unit. The doctors told him to stay in bed: “You 
are suffering from mental shock, and you are badly wounded. It 
will take time to heal.”

Anjas has just been released from the hospital, but he is 
discouraged by this violent attack on him. 

Just one night before Anjas was attacked, he had led a huge 
prayer meeting. God touched and healed many, and 102 people 
were baptized. 

Pray that the Lord will provide Anjas with tremendous strength 
and courage to continue to carry out his work among the children 
and villagers.❖

2  C O R I N T H I A N S  4 : 8 -9

We are hard pressed 
on every side, but not 
crushed; perplexed, 
but not in despair; 
persecuted,but not 
abandoned; struck 
down, but not destroyed. 

Struck down but 
not destroyed!
A church planter in India beaten for praying

marketplace, he had to slow his motorbike. Five men blocked 
his path. Suddenly, one of the men was pushed into Anjas’s 
motorbike. Anjas stopped. Immediately, the five men surrounded 
him. And they were not alone. Soon, an angry mob of fifty 
gathered around Anjas. The mob began shouting. “Why are you 
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How can your 
congregation make 
a difference?
FOR JUST $5, Bible League 
Canada can provide a Bible to 
a persecuted Christian around 
the world. 

Persecuted Christians around 
the world count on our support, 
here in Canada, to receive the 
power of God’s Word. 

HOW MANY BIBLES  
WILL YOU SHARE TODAY? Thank you for participating in 

this devotional. Your prayers 
and gifts answer the request 
from our brothers and sisters 
living in persecuted countries 
around the world.

Will your congregation partner 
with Bible League Canada 
today? Together, we can 
provide critical support to those 
in desperate need of the peace 
and the assurance of salvation 
found within the pages of the 
Living Word of God.

2
W AY S  T O 

G I V E

O N L I N E  AT  W W W. B I B L E L E A G U E .C A

C A L L  1 . 8 0 0 . 3 6 3 .9 6 7 3  T O  S P E A K  T O 
O N E  O F  O U R  D O N O R  R E L AT I O N S 
A S S O C I AT E S

1

2

N U M B E R S  6 : 2 4 -2 6 

The Lord bless you and 
keep you; the Lord make his 
face shine upon you and be 
gracious to you; the Lord 
turn his face toward you and 
give you peace.

Remember to watch the 
powerful video of persecuted 
Christians and why they need 
your prayers and support 
at www.bibleleague.ca/
PersecutedChurch

$30 $75 $150

provides provides provides

6
B I B L E S

15
B I B L E S

25
B I B L E S
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PEOPLE NEED THE Living 
Word of God more than 
anything else. The Bible, God’s 
Word, holds all the direction we 
need to live our lives. 

The GodQuest series is an 
excellent resource to support 
individuals when confronted by 
times of grief, illness, or hurt. 
It provides insight into the 
important promises found in 
the Bible, offering comfort and 
reassurance. Get these resources 
at Bibleleague.ca/shop today!

reflective notes

GROWING 

FAMILIES 

GOD’S WAY 
Discover what 
God says to 
families through 

His Word about navigating the 
waters of parenting in its various 
forms, and growing in relationship 
with the Lord as a family.

QUESTIONS 

ET RÉPONSES: 

POUR 

COMMENCER 
A French 
Translation of 

the English Q&A Starting Out 
for French-speaking individuals.  
It takes the new believer from 
"What just happened?” to “What 
do I do now?” It deals with 
subjects like the Bible, prayer, 
finding a church home and telling 
someone else what has happened.

TELL ANYONE 

ABOUT JESUS! 

This new title to 
the GodQuest 
series is all 
about the Great 

Commission. A great how-to 
guide for telling anyone about 
Jesus: your parents, your friends, 
your neighbours, those with other 
belief systems, etc.




